


OVERVIEW 
 

This civic space provides visual respite from the surrounding urban 

environment with high quality greenery. It offers a place to relax and 

incorporates excellent active edges which bring the space to life. 

  

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

Auckland City Council and the Newmarket Business Association 

commissioned Isthmus Group to develop a concept plan for 

streetscapes and open spaces in Newmarket, including Lumsden 

Green. Auckland City Council committed funding for the upgrade of 

Lumsden Green, with a budget of $1.98 million. 

 

A concept plan for Lumsden Green was approved by the Hobson 

Community Board in 2006. The plan sought to reinforce the identity of 

the park as a green oasis in the centre of Newmarket, while simplifying 

and rationalising the space. Design themes were derived from elements 

identified in the Newmarket Sense of Place document. The park was 

intended to be a key focal point for Newmarket, a space for 

performance, gathering and relaxation.  

 

The Lumsden Green upgrade resulted in the implementation of the 

Lumsden Green concept plan - the upgrade included: 

• Footpath upgrades using feature stone paving 

• Street furniture upgrades such as bins, seats, cycle racks & bollards 

• Feature boulder placement 

• Reinstallation of the Marte Szirmay sculpture and memorial plaque 

• Installation of rock and stone tiled walls 

• Lighting supply and installation 

• Planting 

• Stone kerb replacement 

 

The upgrade has enhanced Lumsden Green as a destination for 

workers, shoppers, students, movie goers and Newmarket locals. The 

design ties in beautifully with the other Newmarket upgrade projects. 

The active edge to Lumsden Green has contributed a vibrancy, while 

the green still acts as an urban oasis for some peaceful respite.  
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MAIN ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

CIVIC SPACE 

 

KEY FEATURES 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 

 

LOCATION 

CORNER OF BROADWAY AND KHYBER 

PASS ROAD, NEWMARKET 

OTHER PARK ENVIRONMENTS  

INFORMAL RECREATION 

 

SITE AREA 

APPROX. 3,000M2 

Flat, wedge-shaped civic space on busy 

intersection of Broadway and Khyber 

Pass Road. Bound by built form on west 

and north sides. 

Active edge with outdoor dining. 

Green oasis in the heart of 

Newmarket. 

Contains significant public art 

features including a Ted Smyth 

water feature and a Marte 

Szirmay sculpture. 

Public toilet, trees and a range 

of seating options. 

Coordination with significant 

stormwater works 

Keeping adjacent businesses 

informed and happy 

Relocation of the historic cannon 

Achieving agreeable solutions with 

the project artist 

Grass establishment on mounds. 

DESIGNER 

ISTHMUS GROUP 

 

KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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UTILISE THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

 

1. The machine for the central water feature is 

disguised in the basalt seating wall. Its close 

proximity to the water feature saves on operating 

costs. 

 

2. Modular tree grills can be removed when the tree 

grows, and can be reused for young trees 

elsewhere. 

 

3. Multipurpose poles combining lighting and banner 

fixtures save on material costs, and reduce the 

clutter in the space. 

 

4. The positioning of landscape elements including: 

boulders, street trees and seating removes the 

need for bollards to restrict vehicle access. This is 

an aesthetically pleasing option and means the 

park is still accessibly for those with mobility 

impairments. 

Lumsden Green incorporates an active edge with a row of cafes that spill out into the space, bringing it to life and encouraging more 

people to use and love the site. 
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Pathways were deigned to link people to their key destinations following ‘desire lines’ which has helped the grass to thrive without 

being trampled. 

2 

CONNECT PLACES 

 

1. Popular lines of transit have been catered for 

in the layout. A successful manipulation of 

these path lines directs pedestrians towards or 

past businesses to activate the edges of the 

park. 

 

2. The central location of the bold modern water 

feature creates a landmark for people to use 

as a meeting point or destination, as well as a 

play feature for young children. 

 

3. The use of basalt in feature walls celebrates 

Auckland’s volcanic origins and provides 

informal seating. 
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ENJOY HEALTH & WELLBEING 
 

1. The modernist sculpture installed in 1969 was 

retained. This still fits the contemporary image of 

the green, and reduces the life cost of the 

commission. Children also love to climb on this 

structure. 

 

2. Generously scaled paths allow for pedestrians and 

cyclists to use the park as a node for various travel 

routes without coming into conflict. 

 

3. By incorporating an even more modern stainless 

steel water feature gives the reused 1969 sculpture 

greater context and creates a cohesive modern 

design theme that is successfully deployed, 

creating a distinct sense of place. 

By incorporating interactive artwork that children can climb on and play in, this seemingly grown-up space promotes enjoyment and fun 

for people of all ages. 
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UTILISE OUR RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY 
 
1. Water features can create slippery 

surfaces, and incur high running costs. 

Adequate drainage and the reticulation of 

water helps to prevent this. 

 

2. Mowing strips around grass edges and 

protrusions into grassed areas speed up 

mowing and prevent damage to landscape 

finishes, ultimately reducing maintenance 

time and costs, and providing a tidy 

polished look. 

 

 

By designing mowing strips around grassed edges, this design makes maintenance a breeze, saving time and money. 
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CONENCT PEOPLE  

 

 

1. Openness and intersections with pedestrian desire 

lines promote the use of the park as a thoroughfare, 

keeping the space active, watched and safe. 

 

2. The toilets are successfully positioned in a prominent 

location, for convenience, to ensure passive 

surveillance and to deter antisocial behaviour. 

 

3. Key crossroads with public transport connections 

mean amenities can be used by those reliant on 

public transport. 

Lumsden Green is heavily used by pedestrians travelling around Newmarket, and the design provides landmarks and meeting spaces, 

such as this sculptural waterfall, which help bring people together. 
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TREASURE OUR HERITAGE 

 

1. The use of local materials such as basalt helps give this 

park a sense of place and makes it feel distinctly 

Auckland. 

 

2. Popular lines of transit have been addressed in the 

layout, while a careful manipulation of these lines 

directs pedestrians towards or past businesses, 

increasing interaction at the park’s edges. 

 

3. Unforeseen design defects can impact the use and 

perception of a space. When it was first installed, the 

water pressure from this sculpture led to it being used 

as a shower by the homeless. It has since been turned 

down to prevent this use. The use and maintenance 

costs associated with water features should be 

thoroughly addressed during planning and design 

stages. 

By using local materials, such as basalt, and developing little grass mounds which echo the volcanic cones on a smaller scale, the park 

successfully integrates with the fabric and history of Auckland. 
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CONNECT THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

1. Seating incorporated into walls can cater 

for larger groups of people, and activate the 

paved edge. 

 

2. These large boulders provide a sculptural 

element, allow for children’s passive play 

and can be used for an informal form of 

seating. 

 

3. Restaurants around the park perimeter 

provide outdoor cafe style seating during 

opening hours. This is a great design 

feature as it activates the edges, brings 

people to the park and creates passive 

surveillance which makes the place safer. 

Natural elements are successfully incorporated into this inner city space, helping people to connect with nature, even in the midst of 

urban grit. 
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TREASURE OUR COMMUNITIES 

1. Use of landscape elements such as boulders, 

sculpture and site furniture instead of bollards 

creates a functional solution to preventing vehicles 

entering the space, ultimately reducing clutter 

within the park. 

 

2. Interaction with water can increase the popularity 

of a space, particularly for children on hot summer 

days. 

 

3. The constant sound and movement created by 

water in public spaces produces a relaxing and 

enjoyable focal point for users or passersby, 

adding to the intrinsic value of the park. 

Auckland can get warm in summer, and this water feature provides a place for children and adults alike to cool down and play. 
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ENJOY MORE USE & A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES 

1. Large areas of open uncluttered space with hard 

and soft landscape finishes enable the park to be 

used for various types of activities by different 

users. 

 

2. This sculptural water feature creates a point of 

interest in the park, creating the opportunity for 

interaction or conversation between users, 

especially children playing with water. 

 

3. Clear sight lines increase the passive surveillance 

of the space, making it feel safer and more 

comfortable for users. 

The uncluttered grassy areas allow people to use the space however they’d like to.  
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